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SUBJECT:PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO CONGRESS ON CYPRUS 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S REGULAR SIXTY-DAY REPORT TO 
CONGRESS ON THE CYPRUS SITUATION, SUBMITTED ON MARCH 23: 

QUOTE: TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: AS REQUIRED 
BY PUBLIC LAW 94-104, THIS REPORT DESCRIBES THE PROGRESS 
THAT HAS BEEN MADE DURING THE PAST SIXTY DAYS TOWARDS A NEGO- 
TIATED SETTLEMENT ON CYPRUS. 
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IN MY LAST SUCH REPORT TO THE CONGRESS, SUBMITTED ON 
JANUARY 20, 1 OUTLINED THE CONTINUING EFFORTS THAT WE AND 
OTHER NATIONS HAVE BEEN MAKING, IN BOTH BILATERAL AND INTER- 
NATIONAL MEETINGS, TO PROMOTE AN EARLY RESUMPTION OF PRO- 
DUCTIVE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO CYPRIOT COMMUNITIES. I 
STRESSED THAT RESOLUTE ACTION WAS STILL REQUIRED, BUT STILL 
EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT WE WERE MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIREC- 
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TION. 

SINCE THAT TIME THERE HAVE BEEN DEVELOPMENTS OF POTENTIAL 
SIGNIFICANCE FOR CYPRUS. VERY SHORTLY AFTER HIS ASSUMPTION 
OF OFFICE ON JANUARY 5. TURKISH PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT PUB- 
LICLY ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTION TO DEAL PROMPTLY AND DECISIVE- 
LY WITH THE OUTSTANDING FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES CONFRONTING 

HIS NATION, PRIME AMONG THEM BEING CYPRUS. ECEVIT ACKNOW- 
LEDGED THAT A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT WOULD BE IN TURKEY'S OWN 
BEST INTERESTS. "WE WANT TO SEE A RAPID SOLUTION IN 
CYPRUS," HE DECLARED IN A JANUARY 9 INTERVIEW, "NOT BECAUSE 
THE U.S. OR OTHER FRIENDLY COUNTRIES WANT IT, BUT BECAUSE 
IT WILL BE FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL CYPRUS AND FOR THE BENE- 
FIT OF PEACE IN THE REGION." SUBSEQUENTLY, IN BOTH PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS AND PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS, PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT 
SAID THAT HE HOPED NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE COMMUNITIES 
WOULD SOON RESUME, AND HE DECLARED THAT THE TURKISH SIDE 
WOULD SUBMIT CONCRETE PROPOSALS ON BOTH THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
AND TERRITORIAL ASPECTS OF THE ISSUE. 

UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL WDHEIM VISITED ANKARA. 
ATHENS AND NICOSIA BETWEEN JANUARY 8 AND 18. THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL WAS APPARENTLY ENCOURAGED BY HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH 
PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU. PRIME MINISTERS ECEVIT AND CARAMANLIS, 
AND TURKISH CYPRIOT LEADER DENKTASH, AND AFTERWARDS SAID 
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THAT IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO RECONVENE THE STALLED CYPRUS 
INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS SOMETIME EARLY IN THE SPRING. 

MY ADMINISTRATION HAS WELCOMED PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT'S DE- 
CLARED INTENTION TO MOVE FORWARD ON THE CYPRUS ISSUE. AND 
WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR READINESS TO GIVE FULL SUPPORT TO THE 
INITIATIVES OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL. SECRETARY VANCE 
STOPPED IN ANKARA AND ATHENS ON JANUARY 20-22, FOLLOWING A 
VISIT TO THE MIDDLE EAST, AND HELD VERY USEFUL DISCUSSIONS 
ON A NUMBER OF SUBJECTS. INCLUDING CYPRUS. THE SECRETARY 
RETURNED FROM THESE DISCUSSIONS CONVINCED THAT BOTH THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF TURKEY AND GREECE EARNESTLY DESIRED TO WORK 
TOWARDS A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT. 

THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS, ASSISTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY. 

ARE NOW PREPARING DETAILED CONSTITUTIONAL AND TERRITORIAL 
PROPOSALS THAT COULD SERVE AS A BASIS FOR RESUMED INTER- 
COMMUNAL NEGOTIATIONS. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THESE PRO- 
POSALS MAY BE COMPLETED SOMETIME IN MARCH, AND THAT NEGO- 
TIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COMMUNITIES COULD BE RESUMED BY THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL SOMETIME THEREAFTER. TOWARD THAT END, 

THE ADMINISTRATION HAS RECENTLY URGED THE TURKISH CYPRIOT 
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LEADERSHIP AND THE GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY TO DEVELOP PROPOSALS 
THAT ARE SUFFICIENTLY SUBSTANTIVE AND FORTHCOMING TO FORM 
A BASIS FOR GENUINE NEGOTIATION. WE HAVE AT THE SAME TIME 
ENCOURAGED THE GOVERNMENT OF CYPRUS TO REGARD THE NEW 
TURKISH PROPOSALS, TOGETHER WITH THE PROPOSALS TABLED BY 
PRESIDENT MAKARIOS LAST YEAR, AS A BASIS FOR INITIATING A 
ROUND OF INTENSIVE, GOOD-FAITH NEGOTIATIONS WHICH CAN LEAD 
TO A NARROWING OF DIFFERENCES. 

I STRONGLY HOPE THAT PRODUCTIVE CYPRUS NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE 
RECONVENED VERY SOON. I AM SURE THAT ALL WHO WISH TO SEE 
PEACE, JUSTICE, AND STABILITY IN CYPRUS AND IN THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN SHARE THIS HOPE. JIMMY CARTER, THE WHITE 
HOUSE, MARCH 23, 1978. END QUOTE. VANCE 
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